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Millward to stand down at the STA  
Roger Millward, the man at the helm of the Swimming Teachers’ 
Association (STA) since 1994, used the occasion of the 
organisation’s annual general meeting to announce that he will 
be standing down from the position of chief executive in July 
next year when he will be 70. David Candler, STA President, 
said: “The STA would not be the formidable organisation it is 
today without Roger Millward. His fearless determination to 
ensure that STA has a voice in the marketplace is one of the key 
reasons why STA is in such a strong position commercially and 
financially with a high profile nationally and internationally.” 
Candler was able to confirm that Alan Siddons, currently the 
STA’s business development director, will take over the role of 
chief executive. Millward commented: “I cannot deny that I will 
miss the day-to-day challenges but feel it is the right time to 
hand over the reins to a younger person. I have worked with 
Alan for many years, and am confident that he is the right 
person to take the STA forward.” 
 
Leaders to speak leadership unto leaders at SRA 
convention 
The Sport and Recreation Alliance’s 2011 Leadership 
Convention, due to be held at the Forest of Arden Marriott on 16 
and 17 November, has some genuinely interesting speakers 
lined up to engage and challenge the chairs and chief 
executives from national governing bodies (NGB) and county 
sports partnerships (CSP) expected to attend. Putting aside 
Jennie Price, the line-up combines the industry nouse of Keith 
Mills (the man who invented Air Miles), Ulster Rugby’s CEO 
Shane Logan (who used to head up Coca Cola in Russia) and 
West Bromwich Albion’s manager (at the time of going to press) 
Roy Hodgson. The SRA’s Helen Tan explained that the event 
will feature “keynotes and workshops designed to enable 
attendees to take time out and reflect on how their organisation 
is currently performing and what the next steps are to even 
greater levels of performance.” 
 
Free answers to library questions 
As part of their Future Libraries programme, the LGA and Arts 
Council England are inviting portfolio holders for libraries to 
attend a free seminar on Tuesday 6 December at Local 
Government House. The aim is to share learning and assist 
councillors to develop local and innovative solutions. A 
spokesperson for the LGA explained, “The challenging financial 
climate councils face is prompting some areas to transform 
radically their library service. Through strong political leadership, 
modern library services are emerging that are fit for the 21st 
century, more efficient and supporting wider council and 
community priorities”, pausing only to add, “Places are limited so 

 
The Leisure Review’s final three 
Coaching Insights events for the year are 
due to take place in Winchester, York and 
Hatfield. The Winchester event is being 
run in partnership with Sport Hampshire & 
Isle of Wight and takes place on 23 
November. The events in Hatfield and 
York are on 1 and 6 of December 
respectively and are being run alongside 
the Herts Sports Partnership and North 
Yorkshire Sport. So far the seminars in 
the autumn series have been extremely 
well received, building on successes from 
previous events and bringing some top 
sporting minds into the same room with 
jobbing coaches and sporting 
professionals. Places are still available for 
all three events and full details and 
booking information can be found on our 
events page. 
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please book early.” 
 
Culture managers offered development  
With the deadline of 5 December approaching, there are still a 
few places available on the fourth high-quality Leading Learning 
programme. Programme director Sue Isherwood made the case 
for councils and other bodies buying places for their best people: 
“This is the only programme specifically tailored to the needs of 
those senior managers working in and with local government 
culture and leisure services. It has five main support elements: 
initial 360-degree assessment of your leadership strengths and 
potential; six days of residential sessions to allow you to meet 
inspiring exemplars, reflect on your own practice and challenge 
your knowledge and skills; monthly one-to-one mentoring 
sessions with a well-matched senior figure with extensive local 
government experience and expertise; five bi-monthly facilitated 
action learning sets organised regionally; and a website with 
further reading, participants’ forums and development 
opportunities.” 
 
Pure Gym growing 
Budget gym chain Pure Gym are pushing forwards with plans for 
expansion with the launch of their London Oval flagship set to be 
followed by openings in Cardiff and Coventry. The company see 
their mission as “removing industry stereotypes such as 
inflexible contracts, limited opening hours and high cost 
memberships”. The group's chief executive officer Peter Roberts 
told The Leisure Review: “We aim to grow to 28 gyms by the 
end of our financial year and 45 by the end of 2012.” 
 
WSSF diary assault on media bias 
According to Sue Tibballs, chief executive of the Women’s Sport 
and Fitness Foundation, “As little as two per cent of all sports 
media coverage is devoted to female competitors and women’s 
sport in the UK and this lack of profile leaves women’s sport 
short-changed and presents a clear lack of healthy and active 
role models for women and girls.” Her organisation’s response 
has been to launch a calendar with an introduction from Sarah 
Winckless, world champion rower, Olympic medallist and chair 
of the British Olympic Athletes Commission, who says: “I am 
proud to see that this calendar is supporting women in sport for 
both Olympic and non-Olympic events. When you watch this 
year's fantastic programme of sport, remember how hard all the 
athletes and players have worked to get there. Think about how 
important the Games are for elite athletes but remember how 
important games, sport and physical activity are for all of us, 
particularly women and girls.” 
 
FLA strides forward into SGSA 
The Football Licensing Authority is set to become the Sports 
Grounds Safety Authority and will expand its advisory role to 
provide advice, on request, about safety at sports grounds to 
any national or international organisation, person or body. The 
aim is to provide greater consistency in the application of sports 
grounds safety advice.  
 
Driscoll trumpets coaching agency’s web success 
The new Sportcoach UK website has won the Interactive Media 
Awards Best in Class Awards in two categories, sport and 
charity. The Best in Class award is the highest honour bestowed 
by the Interactive Media Awards and recognises excellent 
planning, execution and overall professionalism. The new site 
was launched in July. It has tailored sections for coachesand 
those who develop coaches. There is also a resource bank 
containing information and good practice on areas such as 
‘Becoming a Coach’, ‘Coaching Children’, ‘Delivering Frontline 
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Coaching’, and ‘Inclusion and Diversity’. Sportscoach UK 
executive director John Driscoll was delighted with the awards. 
He said: “Every organisation recognises the immense value of 
its website as a communications tool… This recognition from 
external media specialists IMA is a tribute to the technical 
expertise and sheer hard work of our marketing and 
communications team and our colleagues at Reading Room.” 
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